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1. Background 

 
The judges and staff of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Tennessee are 
dedicated to serving East Tennessee. From the northeastern reaches of the Tri-Cities to the southern 
cities of Chattanooga and Winchester, the staff provides debtors, creditors, attorneys and trustees 
with invaluable access to the Court. The Court has three divisional offices located in Chattanooga, 
Knoxville and Greeneville, Tennessee. 

 
   The Court is upgrading the information technology infrastructure in the Chattanooga 

divisional office including an upgrade of the structured cabling system.  The Court is seeking 
proposals from qualified manufacturer authorized vendors to provide pricing to furnish and 
install a structured communications cable plant as defined in the following pages.  This 
Request for Proposal (RFP) is for open market pricing.   A fixed price award from this RFP 
will be based on the lowest priced, technically acceptable offer. Pricing for this project is to 
include all labor, equipment, supplies and materials to install, tag and test all components of 
this cable plant as defined in this RFP and attachments A-F.  Prospective offerors are 
encouraged to contact the technical contacts listed to schedule a site survey.   The due date 
for the proposal is 5:00p.m. ET on August 15, 2011. 

   
2. Scope  

 
1. This work will be completed at the Chattanooga divisional office, located at 31 E. 11th Street, 

Chattanooga, TN. This installation includes all terminations, labeling, fire-caulking, and testing 
per the National Electrical Code. 

 
2. The Court is requesting quotes to: 

 
a. Install a minimum of (2) two – Category (Cat) 6 CMP rated cables per outlet to several 

locations as identified in Attachment A. (120 total cables)  
b. Furnish, install, terminate and test 18 strands of multi-mode fiber, six (6) strands of 

multi-mode fiber from basement computer room (hub) to telecommunication room (TR) 
of each floor - 1st, 2nd, 3rd.  
 

• Fiber cable to be supplied is to be multimode 50/125 micron.  Accepted manufacturers for 

this product is: Corning, AT&T, 3M, Berktec. 

• All fiber optic cables and connection means are to be designed and manufactured to all 

applicable ANSI/EIA/TIA specifications. 

• End connections for fiber cable must be SC. 

• Install in existing 19” rack in basement computer room, confer with Court staff on exact 

placement of fiber enclosure.  

• Fiber must be installed using innerduct or fiber must be armored-coated.  
• Acceptable products include LANscape rack mount fiber enclosure Corning CCH-01U  

• CCH-02u or  CCH-03U and Lanscape SC Compatible Adapter Corning CCH-CP06-C3, 

CCH-CP06-6C, or Corning CCH-CP08-C6 or similar rackmount solution. 



 
c. Provide and install Hoffman Wall-mount communications racks on the 2nd and 3rd floors.  

(model #: E19SWM25U20, E19SWM32U20) or similar solution to be pre-approved by 
Court. Contractor is responsible for field verification of TR sizes and that the proposed 
solution is sized so the exterior doors of TR are fully closed.  

d. Provide, install and terminate Cat 6 cables to Hubbell (or equivalent manufacturer) Cat 6 
rated modules and place in existing wall outlets or surface-mount boxes. Contractor is to 
provide all components of the cable connectors, including faceplates, connectors, etc. 
Where existing outlets are connected to a computers, existing data connection must 
remain active during installation.  

e. Terminate cable in specified telecommunications rooms (TR) using existing (48 –port) 
110 Cat6 patch panels when possible, otherwise install using new (48-port) Cat 6 patch 
panels. Preferred manufacturers -Panduit, Hubbell or Ortronics. 

f. Provide, install and use Caddy J-hook supports as necessary, every 5 feet, if existing 
support is unavailable. Cable shall not be supported by the existing ceiling grid or old 
cable. If using Hilti or Ramset or any powder actuated gun during installation of J-hooks, 
loud work must be scheduled after 5:00PM or before 7:30AM. 

g. Provide and install/connect ground cable to existing (3)19” racks and (3) cabinets in 
basement computer room.  

h. Penetrate, if necessary, and reseal with firestop any breached firewalls along route. 
i. Test cabling to industry standards and provide an electronic report of test results, (CD, 

thumb drive, ftp).  All category 6 workstation cable will be tested for Line Mapping 
(opens, shorts, reversals), attenuation, distance, near end and far end crosstalk (NEXT), 
mutual capacitance and signal to noise ratio (SNR). All tests must pass nominal EIA/TIA 
requirements for category 6 certification. Contractor will provide test results to Court IT 
staff.  

j. Install a box eliminator in the offices where an electrical backbox does not exist. 
k. All workstation outlets, patch panels and punch blocks must be clearly labeled in 

accordance with the labeling specifications to be provided to the selected vendor by the 
court at a later date. Only machine generated labels will be accepted. 

l. Provide and install one horizontal cable manager for each new Cat 6 patch panel, 
acceptable product Superior SMP-COMB3519, or 2U cable manager similar product. 

m. Identify any requirements of new conduits, stub ups, poke-throughs or core bores which 
may be required for this project. These may be priced and separately installed by others. 

 
 
     
 3. Additional Requirements 

Contractors shall submit a technical proposal describing their approach and project management 
in accordance with the scope and requirements of this RFP.  

 
   A)  Installation 

• The contractor shall provide and install all copper cable, connectors, patch panels 
(unless existing space is available), punch blocks and associated hardware 
required to supply a complete cable plant. 

 
• All cable, connectors, patch panels, punch blocks and equipment racks shall be 

installed in accordance with manufacturers’ specifications. 
 
• Where there is no existing cable support, workstation cabling must be supported 

by a suitable cable support (ladder, j-hooks) product every 5 feet. All cable is to 



be neatly dressed into its termination point.  In certain areas, workstation cabling 
may be fed from the floor below.  

 
• Where necessary, surface mount raceway may be used when access into a wall is 

not possible. Placement of any surface mounted raceway requires prior approval 
of the court. Any external wall-mounted raceway shall be installed in corners and 
run across baseboard. Exact product must be submitted to the court for approval.   

 
   B)  Codes and Standards (where applicable)  
 

All work shall conform to the applicable codes and standards of the agencies 
listed below. When a conflict between standards arises the more stringent 
standard is to be followed. 

 
NEC - National Electric Code, Article 800 Communications Circuits 

 
    Local Electrical Codes and Ordinances 
 
    NFPA - National Fire Protection Association 
 
    NEMA - National Electrical Manufacturers Association 
 

EIA/TIA - Electronic Industries Association / Telecommunications Industries 
Association, 568 Commercial Building Wiring Standards, 568 TSB 40 Twisted 
Pair Connecting Categories 

 
ANSI - American National Standards Institute, X3T9.5 FDDI Standard 

 
    IEEE - Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers 
 
    FCC - Federal Communications Commission 
 
    UL - Underwriters Laboratories 
 
    OSHA - Occupational Health and Safety Administration 
 
 
   C) Warranty 
 

Contractor should provide a cable manufacturer and connectivity warranty on 
installation work.  

  
   D) Submittals 

A. Within ten (10) days of notice to proceed, the structured cabling contractor 
shall submit the following appropriate cut sheets for:  
 1. Category 6 Cable, connectivity components, patch panels, jacks,  

2. Fiber Optic Cable components, cable, fiber distributions unit, 
connectors, etc 

 3. Wall-mount racks 
 4. Horizontal cable managers,  
 
 



  
 4. Contracting Officer 
  
  The Contracting Officer (CO) for this Contract is: 
 
  Lora Finley 
  U.S. Bankruptcy Court   
  31 E. 11th Street 
  Chattanooga, TN 37402 
  (423) 752-5163, ext. 2251 
  Lora_Finley@tneb.uscourts.gov 
 

All contract administration will be effected by the CO except as may be delegated.  In no event 
will any understanding or agreement, contract modification, change order, or other matter in 
deviation from the terms of this contract between the contractor and a person other than the CO 
be effective or binding upon the judiciary.  All such actions shall be formalized by a proper 
contractual document executed by the CO.  

 
 
 5. Technical questions  
 

Technical questions should be submitted by email to Mark Roberson, IT Manager, Greg Helton, 
IT Administrator and Lora Finley at the following addresses. 

 
Mark_Roberson@tneb.uscourts.gov   
Greg_Helton@tneb.uscourts.gov   
Lora_Finley@tneb.uscourts.gov   

 
 

6. Proposal Submission  
        

The due date for the proposal is 5:00 p.m. ET on August 15, 2011.  
 

Proposals shall be sent in PDF format via email to the CO.   If there is no offer forthcoming in 
response to this RFP, please send an email to the CO indicating such.   All questions submitted to 
the Court, as well as the Court’s answers to those questions, will be provided to all offerors.  
Telephoned questions cannot be accepted.   Proposals shall include the following: 
 

1. Submit copies of the certification of the company and provide proof of compliance of 
this specification. 
2. Submit proof from manufacturer of contractor’s good standing in manufacturer’s 
certification. 
3. Submit listings of (3) projects of similar size and scope to this project that has been 
completed in the last (3) three years.  Include in the submittal, owner’s contact 
information for each project. 
4.  Itemized pricing: 
 1st floor cabling 
 2nd floor cabling 
 3rd floor cabling 
 Fiber cabling 
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7. Delivery Order Terms and Conditions 
 

The following standard judiciary provisions and clauses are also incorporated into this request and 
will be included in the resulting delivery order.  

 
A) Clause B-5, Clauses Incorporated by Reference (OCT 2006) 

 
This procurement incorporates one or more clauses by reference, with the same force and effect as if 
they were given in full text.  Upon request, the contracting officer will make their full text available.  
Also, the full text of a clause may be accessed electronically at this address:   

 
    http://www.uscourts.gov/procurement.aspx   

 
 

B) Provision B-1, Solicitation Provisions Incorporated by Reference (AUG 2004) 
 

This solicitation incorporates one or more solicitation provisions by reference, with the same force 
and effect as if they were given in full text.  Upon request, the contracting officer will make their full 
text available.  The offeror is cautioned that the listed provisions may include blocks that must be 
completed by the offeror and submitted with its quotation or offer.  In lieu of submitting the full text 
of those provisions, the offeror may identify the provision by paragraph identifier and provide the 
appropriate information with its quotation or offer.   Also, the full text of a clause may be accessed 
electronically at this address:   

 
   http://www.uscourts.gov/procurement.aspx 

 
 

C) The following additional clauses are included by reference:  
 

Clause 3-3, Provisions, Clauses, Terms and Conditions - Small Purchases (APRIL 2011) 
Clause 1-15, Disclosure of Contractor Information to the Public (AUG 2004) 
Clause 3-160, Service Contract Act of 1965, as amended (JAN 2003) 
Clause 7-50, Parking - there is no contractor parking.  

 
 

D) Incorporation of Department of Labor Wage Rate Determination – Attachment G 
Pursuant to Clause 3-160, Service Contract Act of 1965, as amended (JAN 2003) 
 
 
E) Provision 3-5, Taxpayer Identification (APRIL 2011) 

 
  

  (d) Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN): 
______________________________ 
[ ] TIN has been applied for. 
[ ] TIN is not required, because:___________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
[ ] Offeror is a nonresident alien, foreign corporation or foreign partnership that does not 

have income effectively connected with the conduct of a trade or business in the 
United States and does not have an office or place of business or a fiscal paying 
agent in the United States; 

[ ] Offeror is an agency or instrumentality of a foreign government; 

http://www.uscourts.gov/procurement.aspx
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[ ] Offeror is an agency or instrumentality of the federal government. 
 

  (e) Type of organization: 
[ ]  sole proprietorship; 
[ ] partnership; 
[ ] corporate entity (not tax-exempt); 
[ ] corporate entity (tax-exempt); 
[ ] government entity (federal, state or local); 
[ ] foreign government; 
[ ] international organization per-26 CFR 1.6049-4; 

 [ ] other_______________ 
 

Contractor representation, whereas the offeror represents as part of its offer that it is [__], is not 
[__] 51% owned and the management and daily operations are controlled by one or more 
members of the selected socio-economic groups below: 

 
  __ Women Owned Business 
  __ Minority Owned Business (if selected then one sub-type is required) 
  __ Black American Owned 
  __ Hispanic American Owned 

__ Native American Owned (American Indians, Eskimos, Aleuts or Native Hawaiians) 
  __ Asian-Pacific American Owned 
  __ Subcontinent Asian 

 __ Individual/concern, other than one of the preceding 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chattanooga room #

Room Number Description # of cables

C1001  Danny Armstrong's Office
C1002  Catherine Fairchild's Office
C1003  Conference Area 2
C1004  Supply Closet
C1005  Reception Area
C1006  Deputy In Charge-Betty Shelton 2
C1007  Conference Room 3
C1008  Work Area
C1009  Staff Conference Room 7
C1010  Brent Rhodes's Office 2
C1011  Financial Office 7
C1012  Reception Area 2
C1013  Lora Finley's Office 2
C1014  Terri Marr's Office 2
C1015  Marshal's Area
C1016  Old Intake Office 6
C1017 Telecom Closet
C1018  Mail Room 2
C1019  Public Area
C1020  Office
C1021  Corina Young's Office
C1022  Reception Area
C1023  Spare Cubicle 1
C1024  Spare Cubicle 2
C1025  Spare Cubicle 3
C1026  Spare Cubicle
C1027  Elizabeth Reed's Office
C1028  Connie Evett's Office
C1029  Reception Area
C1030 Big Conference /Old Intake 8
C1031  Public Area
C1032  Kathy Krumsick's Office
C1033  Lynn Humble's Office
C1034  Cindy Maple's Office
C1035  Supply Closet (Safe)
C1036  Wanda Alldredge's Office
C1037  Robo Cubicle
C1038  Melissa Harvey's Office
C1039  Work Area
C1040  Kathy Carroccio's Office
C1041  Debbie Taylor's Office
C1042  Kim McPherson's Office
C1043  Valerie Poindexter's Office
C1044  File/Work Area Room 5
C1045  Kitchen 2
C1046  Under Stairs Ist floor 52
C2001  Storage Room 2
C2002  Deanna Daugherty's Office 2
C2003  Tanya English's Office 5
C2004  Judge Rucker's Chambers 4
C2005  Judge Office 2
C2006  Steve Beckham's Office 2
C2007  Elevator Closet/Telecom room
C2008  Storage Room 2
C2009  Judge Cook's Kitchen 2
C2010  Judge Cook's Chambers 4
C2011  Susan Hart's Office 5
C2012  Storage Area/Summer Law Clerk Office 2

Location List Report

# of cables per 
Floor

ATTACHMENT A
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Chattanooga room #

C2013  David Holesinger's Office 2
C2014  Closet-1st Closet Outside of Systems Office
C2015  Candice Dean's Office 4
C2016  Greg Helton's Office 4
C2017  Kerry Borwn's Office 7
C2018  Systems Bathroom
C2019  2nd Closet-outside of Systems Office 2
C2020  New Law Library 51
C3001  Hallway
C3002  Staff Lounge 2
C3003  Elevator Closet/Telecom Room 
C3004  Lunchroom 2
C3005  Storage Area 2
C3006  CourtroomB
C3007  Robing Room B 2
C3008  Attorney Conference Room B 2
C3009  Marshal's Office/Breakroom 2
C3010  Robing Room A 2
C3011  Courtroom A
C3012  3rd Floor Storage Room/Closet
C3013  Conference Room 2
C3014  Training Room 7
C3015  Training Room Closet
C3016  Spare Office 2 25
CB001  Computer Room
CB002  Archieve File Room
CB003  Financial/Procurement Storage # I
CB004  Automation Storage Area
CB005  Financial/Procurement Storage #2
CB006  Storage Room I
CB007  Court Storage 2
CB008  Court Storage 3
CB009  Court Storage 4
CB010  Area Under Stairs
CB011  Cafeteria

128 128
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